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Social	 Constructivism,	 in	 order	 to	 explain	 the	 extent	 to	 which	 ideational	 factors	 and	
normative	power	constructed	through	them	contributed	to	the	shaping	of	Global	Health	
Governance	(GHG)	surrounding	infectious	disease	outbreaks.	 	The	methodology	of	this	
thesis	 combined	 key	 informants	 interviews	 with	 archival	 document‐based	 research.	
Archival	 research	 consisted	 of	 gathering	 and	 reviewing	 government	 documents,	
publications	 of	 intergovernmental	 organizations,	 media	 reports,	 press	 briefings,	 and	
policy	 papers.	 	 Discourse	 analysis	 was	 employed	 to	 systematically	 examine	 the	wide	
range	of	data	gathered.		
The	thesis	explored	how	different	discourses	have	driven	the	changes	in	public	health	
reasoning	 and	 practice,	 in	 the	 form	 of	 prioritisation	 of	 certain	 actions	 in	 the	 global	
response	to	SARS	at	various	points	in	time.		In	order	to	show	the	ideational	shifts	over	
time,	the	SARS	story	was	divided	into	three	key	phases	in	terms	of	the	progress	of	the	
outbreak.	 	This	 thesis	 finds	 that	 the	global	 response	 to	 the	SARS	outbreak	over	 three	
phases	 was	 shaped	 by	 contestation	 among	 various	 discourses,	 which	 framed	 the	
perceived	 priority	 issues	 and	 policy	 responses	 pursued.	 	 These	 ideas	 did	 not	 simply	
arise	 as	 governing	 norms,	 but	 ideational	 success	 occurred	 as	 a	 result	 of	 collective	
advancement	by	actors	who	were	coalesced	around	particular	policy	ideas.		The	thesis	
provided	an	account	of	the	interplay	between	policy	ideas	and	key	actors,	in	the	form	of	






governance	 response	 in	 terms	of	policy	outcomes	 is	 the	product	of	 reconciling	health	
with	 a	 plethora	 of	 competing	 priorities,	 and	 political	 economic	 goals	 via	 social	
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To	 develop	 a	 conceptual	







To	 locate	 the	 transnational	
epistemic	 communities	
concerned	 with	 SARS	 by	
identifying	 key	 actors	 and	
their	linkages	
 Can	 you	 tell	 me	 firstly	 a	 little	 about	 your	 own	
background	 and	 your	 position	 when	 the	 SARS	
outbreak	occurred?	




 Do	 you	 see	 yourself	 predominantly	 as	 a	 technical	
expert	 or	 a	 policy	 maker?	 	 Do	 you	 think	 that	 these	
roles	are	distinct	and	separate?	
 Which	institutions/individuals	do	you	think	played	the	
most	 important	 role	 during	 the	 outbreak	 and	 why?	
What	 kind	 of	 influence	 did	 these	
institutions/individuals	exert?	What	determines	which	
institutions/individuals	 are	 influential/powerful	 in	
your	eyes?	
 (For	participants	in	the	WHO	networks)	How	were	the	
virtual	 networks	 for	 SARS	 (aetiology,	 clinicians,	 and	
epidemiology)	 organised?	 How	 did	 you	 come	 to	 be	
involved	in	the	networks?	Prior	to	SARS	outbreak,	did	
you	 have	 any	 formal/informal	 interaction	 with	 other	




advisors	 of	 global	 meetings	 selected	 and	 appointed?	
(How	 did	 you	 come	 to	 take	 part	 in	 the	 global	
meetings?)	 Did	 you	 have	 any	 formal/informal	
interaction	with	other	 advisors	 attended	 (or	with	 the	
WHO)	prior	 to	outbreak	of	SARS?	Which	 individual,	 if	




major	 outcomes	 of	 the	meetings?	 To	what	 extent	 the	
meetings	 were	 important	 in	 guiding	 the	 global	 SARS	
response?	
 (For	WHO	HQ	 officials)	 Can	 you	 talk	me	 through	 the	
process	 of	mobilising	 experts	 in	 a	 global	 response	 to	
an	outbreak	such	as	SARS?		Can	you	describe	the	actual	
mechanics?	
 (For,	 WPRO	 officials,	 national	 policy	 makers,	 and	
others)	How	did	you	 interact	with	people	 involved	 in	
the	global	SARS	response	in	general?		
 	(For	 WHO	 HQ	 and	 WPRO	 officials)	 How	 were	 the	
guidelines,	 recommendations,	 protocols,	 and	 fact	
sheets	 drafted?	 Who	 was	 involved	 in	 preparing	 the	
documents	 and	who	were	 the	 individuals,	 if	 any,	 that	
provided	 the	 expertise?	 	 To	 what	 extent	 did	 these	
individuals	help	guide	the	documents?	
 (For	 national	 policy	 makers)	 How	 were	 the	 national	
measures	 and	 policies	 implemented	 in	 your	 country?	
Who	 decided	 how?	 Who	 were	 the	 individuals	 that	




 (For	 national	 policy	 makers)	 To	 what	 extent	 the	
WHO’s	 guidelines/recommendations	 contributed	 to	
the	national	policy‐making?			






 What	 do	 you	 think	 of	 the	 media	 attention?	 Do	 you	
think	 the	media	 attention	was	 appropriate	 in	 level	 to	
outbreak’s	seriousness?		
 Why	 do	 you	 think	 SARS	 garnered	 unprecedented	
media	attention?	
 What	 do	 you	 think	 was	 the	 rationale	 behind	 the	
(specific)	policies?	To	what	extent	do	you	think	it	could	
be	legitimized	given	the	(specific)	concerns?	
 To	what	 extent	 do	 you	 think	 the	 SARS	 response	was	
successful?	 If	 so	what	 factors	 explain	 the	 success	 (or	
failure)?	
To	 understand	 how,	 and	 to	
what	 extent,	 the	 discourses	







 What	 role	 do	 you	 think	WHO	 played	 compared	 with	
other	 health	 organizations	 for	 example	 the	 US	 CDC?		
Do	you	think	it	played	an	appropriate	role?			
 How	would	you	describe	 the	role	of	 technical	experts	
in	policy	making	during	the	outbreak?	
To	 draw	 conclusions	 about	 	
270	
	


























and	how	they	interacted	to	influence	policy	making.	 	 In	the	political	science	 literature,	
the	term	“epistemic	communities”	is	used	to	describe	such	a	group.		
Given	 your	 expertise	 in	 infectious	 disease	 control,	 and	 understanding	 of	 the	 SARS	
outbreak,	I	would	be	grateful	 if	you	would	agree	to	be	interviewed.	 	My	questions	will	


















If	you	are	willing	 to	participate,	 I	would	be	grateful	 if	you	would	complete	and	return	
the	brief	consent	form	below	by	email	or	post.	Then	I	will	arrange	an	interview	at	a	time	
which	 suits	you.	 	Your	participation	 is	 entirely	voluntary	and	you	are	not	 required	 to	
provide	a	 reason	 if	 you	decide	not	 to	 take	part.	All	 interviews	 from	 this	 research	will	
only	be	used	 for	 this	 thesis	and	outputs	 (e.g.	peer	 reviewed	articles)	deriving	 from	 it.	
Any	 additional	 use	 will	 only	 be	 undertaken	 with	 your	 expressed	 permission.	 Quotes	
taken	 from	 the	 interview	 will	 be	 identified	 by	 name,	 position	 and	 institution	 of	 the	
interviewee.	 Please	 inform	 me	 if	 you	 would	 prefer	 that	 your	 interview	 remain	
anonymous.	
This	project	has	been	approved	by	the	Ethics	Committee	of	London	School	of	Hygiene	



































 	I	 agree	 to	permit	 the	 researcher	 to	 contact	me	via	 email	 or	 letter	 in	order	 to	make	
arrangements	for	the	interview.	
Yes/No	
	
 	I	agree	to	take	part	in	the	above	study.	
Yes/No	
	
	
	
	
Signed	_____________________										 	 Date	_____________________	
